
 

• Nearly 700 miles of barriers have already been built along the almost 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican 
border. Most of the currently unwalled border is in Texas, and the Trump administration’s plan 
to build walls there would require condemning land from hundreds of private landowners and 
municipalities. Border residents would lose their homes, businesses, and farms, and border 
walls would slice through their communities. 

• Border walls lead to hundreds of deaths every year because they funnel migrants and refugees 
into remote and hostile areas where they are more likely to die from dehydration and 
exposure. 

• In some Texas communities, the Trump administration’s plans call for building the border wall 
in the Rio Grande River floodplain which will subject residents on both sides of the river to an 
increased risk of flooding. 

• Indigenous communities like the Tohono O’odam Nation in Arizona will have their tribal land 
split in two and will be cut off from sacred sites. 

• The Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge and other federally-protected lands 
would be carved up by these new walls. The habitat and endangered species that they protect 
would be severely impacted. 

• Due to the Real ID Act of 2005, the Secretary of Homeland Security has the ability to waive 
laws in order to build border walls, roads, and infrastructure as quickly as possible. The Trump 
Administration has already used this authority to waive more than three dozen laws in several 
areas along the southern border. The laws that they don’t have to abide by include the Clean 
Water Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Endangered Species Act, and Clean Air 
Act along with other bedrock environmental laws. This puts wildlife and the public health of 
communities along the border at risk. 

• New walls would make it even more difficult for wildlife to move across the border including 
animals such as the jaguar and ocelot—which have begun to return to various parts of the U.S. 
after a long absence. 

• The southern border region is home to some 15 million people living in border counties in 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. These communities, which include cities such as 
San Diego and El Paso, are among the safest in the country according to FBI crime statistics. 
Border walls and militarization will not make them safer. 

For more information about the walls that currently stand and those that have been proposed please 
see the ACLU report Death, Damage and Failure: Past, Present and Future Impacts of Walls on the 
U.S.-Mexico Border (https://www.aclu.org/report/death-damage-failure) 


