
Sample Draft Anti-Border Wall Resolution Language You Can Adapt: 
 
Whereas, there is a proposal to build a wall along the entire U.S.-Mexico border 
 
Whereas, the overwhelming majority of [our community’s] residents adamantly oppose border 
walls 
 
Whereas, the billions of dollars that have been requested for new border walls could be better 
spent on improved infrastructure and other needs in [our community] and in the Rio Grande 
Valley 
 
Whereas, trade with our Mexican neighbors substantially contributes to the economy in [our 
community] 
 
Whereas, [our community], along with other border cities, consistently ranks among the safest 
cities in the United States 
 
Whereas, [our community] values inclusiveness, tolerance and diversity, and welcomes all 
those who seeks to build a life and raise a family here 
 
Whereas, border walls and increased militarization do not address the underlying humanitarian 
crises of refugees seeking asylum and families in desperate poverty seeking economic 
opportunity 
 
Whereas, existing border walls and militarization have exacerbated these humanitarian crises 
by pushing migrants and asylum seekers into remote areas where they more likely to die 
attempting to cross 
 
Whereas, existing border walls have caused substantial environmental damage, including 
flooding, erosion, the degradation of public lands, the fragmenting of critical wildlife habitat, 
and the disrupting wildlife migration patterns  
 
Whereas, more than $100 million and countless volunteer hours have been poured into the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley wildlife corridor habitat restoration project, an effort to revegetate 
tracts of deforested land in order to create a corridor along the Rio Grande for species like the 
endangered ocelot to move through 
 
Whereas, the eco-tourism economy accounts for an estimated $463 million per year in revenue 
in the Rio Grande Valley and depends on high-quality wildlife habitat and people’s access to 
that habitat   



 
 
[Hidalgo County Communities] 
 
Whereas, the International Boundary and Water Commission levees that protect our 
communities from Rio Grande flooding have already been rebuilt using American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act funds,  
 
Whereas, existing levee-border walls cut off the Old Hidalgo Pumphouse World Birding Center 
from an adjacent tract of the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge, restricting 
access to residents and eco-tourists despite assurances from Customs and Border Protection 
that the refuge and its trails would remain accessible, 
 
Whereas, proposed levee-border walls in Hidalgo County would run through Santa Ana National 
Wildlife Refuge and Bentsen Rio Grande Valley State Park, natural areas which are important 
for native wildlife and are the centerpieces of our burgeoning ecotourism industry, 
 
Whereas, proposed levee-border walls in Hidalgo County would repeatedly cut through the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge, fragmenting habitat that is critical to the 
continued survival of endangered ocelots in South Texas, 
 
Whereas, the location of the proposed levee-border walls is up to two miles away from the 
river and the walls would cut off large swaths of land and divide residents’ property, 
 
 
[Starr County Communities] 
 
Whereas, proposed border walls would be built in the floodplain near [our community] where 
they may channel or back up floodwaters, representing a dire threat to life and property in our 
communities and to communities on the other side of the river in Mexico 
 
Whereas, building border walls in the floodplain is also a treaty violation, and the Mexican 
section of the International Boundary and Water Commission has expressed alarm about the 
proposal 
 
Whereas, the border wall project will require the condemnation of land that belongs to [our 
community’s] residents 
 
Whereas, the Rio Grande was historically, and still is, at the center of [our community], and our 
residents value their connection to the river 
 



Whereas, our unique historical sites, parks and natural areas draw people from around the 
state and around the country and a wall would blight them and/or cut off access 
 
Sample Conclusion: 
 
Now therefore, let it be resolved that on this day ________________________, the City of 
___________  expresses its opposition to any border walls built in our County because they 
would not make us safer but would detract from the economic well-being of our city and from 
the quality of life of our residents 


