
FERC Comment Guide for Annova LNG 

In order to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other federal statutes, the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will require Annova LNG to pay for the development of 

an environmental impact statement that examines the effects of the project.  Your comments to FERC 

can ensure that they consider all the potential impacts.  Numerous comments will also register 

community opposition.  

While you can and should express your opposition to the Annova LNG export terminal, the most 

effective comments contain specific issues that need to be addressed and impacts that cannot be 

ignored.  We encourage you to write about issues for which you have the greatest level of concern or 

about which you have some experience or expertise to share. But here are some of the issues that we 

have identified.  This is by no means an exhaustive list. 

 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 At this time there are an unprecedented FIVE proposed LNG export terminals for the Port of 

Brownsville.  Studying them all in isolation will lead to misleading results. The cumulative 

impacts of all of these projects on wildlife habitat, on air and water quality, on local economies, 

and on poor and minority communities must be studied.  The cumulative greenhouse gas 

emissions for all these plants must also be considered.  

WILDLIFE AND HABITAT 

 The land Annova LNG has leased encompasses 650 acres of the Loma Ecological Preserve.  The 

area is such critical wildlife habitat that until recently Annova’s LNG terminal site was leased by 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife as a part of the wildlife corridor.  It is a crucial connection between 

Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, to the north, where there is a population of ocelots, 

and the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge to the south, where there is territory 

along the river.  An LNG terminal here would effectively sever the connection between these 

two areas of habitat.  

 Radio-collared ocelots have been documented at this site.  Moreover, the density of the mature 

brush makes this almost irreplaceable ocelot habitat.  The area directly to the north, in the 

Bahia Grande Unit of the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, is being managed for the 

endangered Aplomado falcon.  The site is also within the critical habitat for the threatened 

piping plover. 

WETLANDS AND DREDGING 

 The Annova site contains wetlands that will be filled in.  It is estimated that 95 percent of the 

recreational and commercial catch of fish, oysters, shrimp, and crab use coastal wetlands 

during some part of their life cycle.  Wetlands also act as shoreline buffers and prevent coastal 

erosion.  The value of the wetlands Annova would fill in need to be calculated in detail. 



 Annova plans to dredge a turning basin and widen the ship channel in front of the Bahia Grande 

Restoration Channel. This plan needs to be carefully studied for possible impacts in the Bahia 

Grande.  The sediment to be disturbed should be screened for heavy metals and other toxins 

before being dredged. 

HAZARDS AND POLLUTION 

 The Annova LNG site is only 6.5 miles from the SpaceX Launch Facility now under construction.  

Detailed emergency plans need to be developed in the event of an accidental strike to the 

facilities or to the tankers.  

 The area of the project and of the route taken by LNG tankers is a populated one.  The ship 

channel is home to numerous industries, Boca Chica Boulevard is a scenic tourist drive, and the 

tanker ships will pass within close range of the popular Isla Blanca beach and Schlitterbahn 

waterpark.  Areas of refuge and community warning procedures should be developed to ensure 

the safety of the population in case of an accidental or intentional breach. 

 At the Annova Open House, the Annova LNG project manager said that the refrigerant mix is 

“proprietary,” and the public would not be told what chemicals would be used onsite and in 

what quantity.  It is impossible for the public to evaluate the hazards and potential air quality 

issues if we do not have this information. 

 There are few industrial sources of pollution in the region.  The potential levels of hazardous air 

pollutants from the Annova LNG facility should be exhaustively studied based on a spectrum of 

possible feed gas inputs and operational conditions rather than the cleanest possible scenarios, 

and wind direction and likely dispersal patterns should be accounted for. 

JOBS AND ECONOMY 

 The accountant for Ernst and Young at the Open House in Brownsville said that while they had 

projected job gains in Brownsville, they had not examined at all the potential negative 

economic impacts and job losses in the tourism and fishing sectors in Port Isabel and South 

Padre Island. This needs to be considered, as does the impacts of the projected volatility of the 

natural gas market on job security and project longevity. 

 Brownsville is the poorest city in the nation and 93% Latino.  Port Isabel is also a majority-

minority community. This population will definitely bear a disproportionate share of negative 

environmental consequences from this project, making environmental justice a serious issue to 

examine. 

THE BIG PICTURE 

 The source of gas that the Annova and the other 4 proposed LNG facilities would process and 

export is hydraulic fracturing, better known as fracking.  The Energy Information Agency 

estimates that 60 to 70 percent of the gas feed for LNG exports will come from new production, 

i.e. from new frack wells.  FERC should examine the environmental impacts of the entire supply 

chain, from frack well to pipeline to LNG facility to tanker to use for energy production, for all of 

gas that will pass through Annova, as most of it would not occur if these plants were not built.   


